
5 Pillars  
of Effective Correctional CTE
 
Building successful CTE programs behind bars requires more than curriculum.  
It requires systemic alignment.

1.      Industry Relevance: Training must match labor market needs and provide stackable,  
industry-recognized credentials.

2.  Wraparound Supports: Programs should include academic remediation, employability  
skills development and behavioral health resources.

3.  Skilled Instructors: Teachers must blend technical expertise with trauma-informed,  
culturally responsive pedagogy.

4.  Continuity: Partnerships with community-based organizations ensure a seamless  
transition from prison to employment.

5.  Technology Access: Secure digital tools can enable hybrid and self-paced learning  
models, even in restrictive settings. 
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